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CHINA  CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE 


Special  Committee  on  Work  for  the  Blind  in  China 
Bulletin  No.  2 

MAY  1921 

The  Committee  on  Work  for  the  Blind  is  this  year  sending 
out  its  annual  report  in  the  form  of  a Bulletin  hoping  in  this 
way  to  bring  the  work  that  is  being  done  for  the  Blind  and  the 
need  of  expansion  of  such  work  more  fully  before  the  church 
and  workers  in  China. 

The  work  attempted  by  the  Com.mittee  may  be  given  under 
the  following  headings:— 

1.  Production  of  Braille  Literature. 

The  only  book  added  this  year  to  the  list  of  publications 
printed  in  Mandarin  Union  Braille  is  a hymn  book  containing 
some  200  hymns.  See  list  of  literature  on  last  page. 

2.  Promotion  of  Home  Teaching  of  the  Blind. 

There  is  some  growth  in  this  department  of  work  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  extracts  culled  from  correspondence  given  in 
the  following  pages. 

3.  Stocking  of  Braille  Requisites. 

Owing  to  the  large  demand  for  such  articles  for  the  use  of 
blinded  soldiers,  it  has  been  extremely  difficult  since  the 
European  war  began  to  secure  supplies  for  use  in  China.  A 
limited  number  of  Braille  writing  slates  are  at  last  available  and 
may  be  ordered  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Embery,  C.  I.  M,,  Shanghai, 
Price  $2.00.  Paper  30  cts.  per  lb. 

4.  Preventive  Work. 

One  phase  of  work  contemplated  by  the  Committee  has  been 
energetically  taken  in  hand  by  a specially  organised  Committee 
of  the  Council  on  Health  Education.  A sum  of  $3500  has  been 
donated  by  the  Junior  Department  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
for  an  Anti-blindness  Campaign  in  China  and  this  is  being  used 
in 
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(a)  Providing  literature  dealing  with  the  cause  and 
prevention  of  blindness. 

(b)  Working  out  a course  of  lectures  and  moving  picture 
films  with  charts  etc.,  suitable  for  delivery  in  schools. 

(c)  Providing  Lantern  Slides,  Posters  etc.  and  co-operating 
with  Hospitals,  Schools,  Colleges,  Y.M.  and  Y.W.C.A’s 
in  using  same  to  best  advantage. 

(d)  In  organising  a publicity  campaign  wherever  and 
whenever  possible  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

5.  Mandarin  BraiUe  Quarterly  Letter. 

Three  issues  of  this  Quarterly  Letter  have  been  sent  out. 
References  to  the  pleasure  shown  by  the  blind  on  receiving  this 
letter  will  be  seen  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Bulletin.  The  Rev. 
G.  A.  Clayton  has  now  taken  over  responsibility  for  issuing  th  e 
Quarterly.  It  is  hoped  that  ere  long  the  Committee  may  be  able 
to  secure  a Braille  Printing  machine,  at  present  the  Quarterly 
has  to  be  written  by  hand,  the  pupils  of  the  schools  for  blind  in 
Shanghai  and  Changsha  taking  turns  in  doing  this  work. 

6.  Survey  Work. 

In  reply  to  a questionnaire  sent  out  to  all  the  schools  for  the 
the  blind  so  far  as  they  are  known’ the  following  facts  have  been 


ascertained. 

Number  of  schools  for  the  Blind 26 

How  piany  provinces  have  schools  for  Blind  12 

Number  of  pupils  in  these  schools  girls  381 

boys  275 
men  29 
women  10 

Total 695* 

Number  of  Blind  teachers  in  these  schools 38* 

Number  of  Christians  in  these  schools 254* 

Number  of  graduates  from  these  schools 97* 

Number  of  graduates  who  are  self-supporting  ....  71* 

Number  of  graduates  who  are  partially  self  support- 
ing   22* 


*These  figures  do  not  include  the  schools  at  Moukden, 
Honanfu,  Canton  or  Tungphan,  no  exact  data  having  been 
secured  from  these  centres.  Information  from  three  or  four 
other  schools  regarding  numbers  of  Blind  teachers  and  of 
graduates  is  also  incomplete. 
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7.  Issue  of  Bulletins. 

A Bulletin  in  English  and  in  Chinese  was  issued  in  February 
1920  and  widely  distributed.  The  replies  received  have  been 
encouraging  and  the  demand  for  Braille  literature  has  increased. 
The  present  pamphlet  is  being  sent  out  in  the  hope  that  further 
interest  may  be  aroused  and  that  others  may  be  led  to  attempt 
something  for  the  blind  around  them. 

How  to  teach  the  Blind. 

It  may  be  well  to  say  again  that  Union  Braille  can  be  taught 
to  the  blind  either  in  their  homes  or  in  classes  by  those  who 
have  not  had  any  previous  experience  in  such  work.  The 
primer  is  arranged  with  Chinese  characters  written  over  all 
Braille  signs  or  words,  so  that  while  the  pupil  is  fingering  his 
dots  he  is  at  the  same  time  pointing  to  the  character  he  wants 
to  learn,  thus  anyone  who  can  read  ordinary  Chinese  can  help 
the  blind  to  learn  to  read. 

What  more  can  we  do  ? 

So  far  as  can  be  found  out  certainly  only  a little  over  one 
thousand  blind  people  have  been  helped  through  these  schools 
and  other  individual  effort.  .The  need  of  the  vast  number  for 
whom  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  the  way  of  Christian 
instruction  certainly  should  be  felt  by  all  God’s  people  in  China, 
that  each  Christian  may  be  led  to  pray  and  labour  for  the  good 
of  these  who  are  in  a double  sense  “sitting  in  darkness  and  in 
the  shadow  of  death.  ’ ’ 

In  a Braille  letter  recently  received  a blind  girl  says,  “In 
thinking  of  my  trials  I constantly  get  alone  to  weep— hating 
myself,  bemoaning  myself,  pitying  myself.”  Are  we  doing  all 
we  might  to  help  these  needy  lonely  lives  ? 


NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 


Translation  of  Braille  letter  from  Liu  Chi  Chen  the  Blind 
boy  mentioned  in  Bulletin  No.  1 who  learned  to  read  the  New 
Testament  in  a fortnight. 

To— most  respectful  greetings.  From  the  time  that  I receiv- 
ed your  revered  instructions  extraordinary  comfort,  exhaustless 
joy  and  unspeakable  gratitude  have  been  welling  up  in  my 
heart,  because  on  account  of  your  love  to  God  and  man,  fearless 
of  trouble  and  weariness  you  have  prepared  a system  of  Braille 
in  the  Chinese  language,  this  is  a lasting  benefit  to  us  and 
brings  enduring  hope.  It  not  only  serves  to  open  our  under- 
standings but  also  enables  us  to  read  the  Bible  for  ourselves  and 
to  understand  the  Will  of  God,  thus  giving  birth  to  the  hope  of 
immortal  life  in  the  world  to  come,  by  means  of  which  we  can  * 
with  fully  contented  hearts  count  lightly  the  transitory  suffer- 
ings of  the  present.  This  truly  is  grace  unexpected  like  living 
water  coming  upon  thirsty  land.  Therefore  we  cannot  but 
remember  your  virtue  and  praise  your  kindness,  and  we  cannot 
but  give  glory  to  God  who  giveth  grace  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
Further— Please  on  my  behalf  ask  the  peace  of  all  blind  teachers 
and  blind  scholars.  If  there  are  any  among  them  who  would 
like  to  correspond  with  me  please  address  letters  to— Liu  Chi 
chen.  Gospel  Hall,  Hsiaoichen,  Weinanhsien,  Shensi. 

I have  heard  that  your  excellency  lives  in  the  province  of 
Kansu,  when  you  return  thither  will  you  send  word  early  to  us 
and  we  may  hope  to  meet  your  excellency  at  Weinanhsien.  If 
this  should  be  the  will  of  God  your  pupil’s  joy  will  be  full.  May 
the  virtue  and  grace  of  our  Heavenly  Father  ever  follow  you. 
Amen.  Liu  Chi  Chen  respectfully  bows. 

Four  Blind  Evangelists  sent  out  from  the  school  in  Shohchoiv. 

Shohchow,  Shansi,  Rev.  A.  G.  Waern,  “Some  weeks  ago 
one  of  our  blind  pupils  left  us  together  with  his  family,  wife 
and  son.  They  are  living  with  Dr.  K.  Hannestad  in  Kalgan 
and  helping  him  in  the  new  hospital  there.  Thus  we  have 
now  two  men  who  have  been  with  us  for  a time  who  can 
read  and  write  Union  Braille.  The  first  is  Mr.  Liu  Hsi, 
his  address  is  Tsoyun,  Sha.  He  helps  in  the  work  there  as  a 
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preacher  and  the  second  is  this  Mr.  Tu  Wan  Sheng  in  Kalgan. 
I am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  we  now  have  from 
this  school  a third  godly,  earnest  worker.  We  are  just  arrang- 
ing for  sending  him  to  one  of  our  out-stations  to  help  in  the 
work  there.  He  is  a man  of  prayer  who  uses  much  time  in  the 
closet  and  his  testimony  too  is  very  good  and  powerful.  His 
name  is  Li  Kuei  Hsing,  about  25  years  old.  Please  remember 
him  in  your  prayers.  He  is  going  to  Taiyao,  the  largest  market 
place  in  our  district  where  we  began  work  some  time  ago.” 

A more  recent  letter  tells  of  another  blind  graduate  from 
the  Shohchow  School  having  gone  to  act  as  evangelist  at  Ta- 
tungfu  and  of  seven  new  pupils  in  the  School  at  Shohchow.  This 
fruitful  work  began  with  the  Home  teaching  of  one  man — Mr. 
Twan,  who  is  now  the  teacher  of  the  school. 

Blind  pupil  brings  four  relatives  to  worship. 

Kweiki,  Ki.  Miss  Mary  Baxter.  ‘ ‘ The  second  Braille  letter 
has  come  and  I have  sent  it  to  Mr.  Huang.  He  is  going  on 
reading  at  home.  Last  Sunday  four  of  his  relatives  were  at 
worship,  all  brought  in  by  him.  He  is  so  grateful  for  the 
Braille  and  keeps  asking  when  his  slate  will  come. 

My  blind  boy  made  three  baskets  and  two  face  towels  before 
he  went  home  for  the  summer.  He  reads  his  Gospel  in  the 
church  on  Sunday.” 

Boy  of  Tivelve  learned  to  read  in  a week. 

Kuwo,  Shansi.  Miss  S.  Jorgensen.  “I  am  writing  to  ask 
you  to  add  another  name  to  your  list  of  blind  readers,  namely 
that  of  a little  twelve  year  old  boy  Chang  Hong  Hsi,  I enclose  a 
photo  of  him  and  Wang  Chong.  Hong-hsi  is  a grandson  of  our 
old  Elder  Shang-kuang  and  lost  both  his  parents  some  years 
ago;  he  lost  his  sight  last  winter.  We  got  him  in  on  the  station 
to  learn  Braille  last  week,  and  as  he  is  a bright  intelligent  boy, 
he  learnt  very  quickly.  The  first  few  days  a school  boy  and  I 
took  it  in  turns  to  help  him,  and  when  he  started  to  read  Mark, 
I got  Wang  Chong  to  come  over  one  afternoon  and  help  him  a 
bit  and  then  we  had  the  photographer  come  and  take  this  little 
photo.  The  two  boys  greatly  enjoyed  reading  together.  Hong- 
hsi  only  stayed  one  week  and  was  then  able  to  read  the  first 
chapter  of  Mark,  though  very  slowly,  but  he  can  practise  at 
home,  and  I am  sure  he  will  soon  be  as  quick  and  fluent  a reader 
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as  Wang  Chong  is.  Wang  Chong  greatly  enjoyed  the  letter  he 
received,  and  they  are  both  looking  forward  to  the  next  one, 
which  they  hope  will  come  soon.” 

Blind  evangelist  learns  to  read  Union  Braille. 

Lin  Ming  Kwan,  N,  China.  Miss  Paula  Ritter.  ‘‘One  of 
our  young  men  when  a boy  went  to  the  Blind  School  in  Peking 
and  had  to  return  because  of  ill  health.  Only  a Matthew  was 
given  him,  and  we  could  not  secure  books  or  papers  for  him, 
so  advised  him  to  learn  the  Union  Braille  system  and  he  readily 
did  so  and  has  likely  all  the  books  issued.  He  is  our  Evangelist 
at  Shuntehfu.  He  is  a true  Christian  of  about  21  or  22  years. 
His  name  is  Wang  Sze  He.” 

Bright  pupil  redds,  writes  and  plays  the  organ. 

Kunchow,  Hupeh.  L.  Tveit.  ‘ ‘ I am  glad  to  state  that  we 
have  a few  blind  students  at  our  station  here  at  Kunchow.  One 
of  them,  a bright  young  man  has  managed  in  a short  time  to 
learn  the  Braille  system  and  has  read  through  the  Gospels  and 
the  Psalms.  He  writes  quite  well  too  and  learns  to  play  the 
organ. 

It  is  a great  loss  that  we  cannot  get  supplies  of  school  books 
in  Mandarin  Braille  here  in  China,  for  he  is  keen  to  learn  every- 
thing that  our  day  school  pupils  learn.  At  present  he  is  study- 
ing Church  history  and  geography,  after  having  learned  by 
heart  the  Old  and  New  Testament  History  and  a small  and  big 
catechism.  He  is  already  a good  help  to  us  in  teaching  some  of 
the  other  blind  here  to  read  the  Braille  primer.  May  God 
conquer  his  heart  that  he  may  be  a glory  to  him. 

Blind  boy  carried  1000  li  by  his  father. 

Another  little  blind  fellow  here  has  quite  an  interesting 
history.  His  father  a poor  man  living  seven  li  from  here  had 
to  go  to  Shensi  in  search  of  work  to  earn  his  living.  After  some 
years,  he  came  back  to  find  his  wife  dead,  and  his  beloved  little 
son  blind.  When  in  Shensi,  he  had  heard  of  a notable  oculist 
and  made  up  his  mind  to  go  back  to  Shensi  in  search  of  him.  So 
he  took  his  little  boy  on  his  back  and  carried  him  over  1000  li  to 
Shensi.  But  on  reaching  the  place  the  doctor  w’as  not  to  be 
found  in  spite  of  intense  searching.  The  poor  man  had  nothing 
else  to  do  but  to  take  his  sweet  burden  on  his  back  again  and 
wander  back  to  his  one  thousand  li  distant  country  home.  But 
now  this  little  boy  is  at  our  humble  blind  institute  and  is  really 
a sunbeam  to  us  all.” 


As  the  financial  situation  is  very  critical  on  account  of  the 
exchange,  we  can  do  very  very  little  at  present  for  China’s  most 
miserable  sons  and  daughters.  We  have  had  six  blind  here,  five 
men  and  one  woman  (the  wife  of  one  of  the  male  members.) 
Three  of  these  will,  I hope,  soon  be  able  to  read  the  mandarin 
Braille,  and  I give  you  their  names  below.” 

Letters  from  Chinese  Christian  workers. 

In  response  to  the  Bulletin  sent  out,  some  interesting  letters 
have  been  received  from  Chinese  Christian  workers,  ordering 
Braille  books,  and  in  one  or  two  Cases,  slates  also.  One  writes 
rejoicing  that  at  last  there  is  hope  even  for  the  blind,  and  says 
that  he  thinks  not  only  will  all  Christians  be  glad  to  hear  it,  but 
that  the  Lord  in  heaven  will  also  clap  His  hands  for  joy. 

Joy  given  by  Braille  books. 

A blind  evangelist  writes  as  follows  in  acknowledgement  of 
some  Braille  books  sent  to  him.  ‘ ‘ The  books  you  sent  came  in 
full  number.  Truly  I thank  you  for  sending  them  so  promptly. 
I am  as  happy  now  as  if  I were  in  heaven.” 

Another  evangelist  (sighted)  writes  the  following  account 
of  a blind  man  w’ho  has  been  saved  and  helped  out  into  a life  of 
usefulness. 

Blind  fortune  teller  saved. 

In  the  year  1909  Mr.  Hwang  lost  his  sight  and  was 
extremely  poor.  Further  as  he  had  no  means  of  getting  a 
livelihood  he  took  to  fortune-telling  for  a living.  In  the  year 
1911  he  chanced  to  hear  the  Gospel,  but  I do  not  know  the 
details.  In  the  year  1913  he  was  led  to  the  China  Inland  Mission 
by  Mr.  Lo  where  he  was  talked  to  about  the  Way  and  earnestly 
exhorted  to  put  away  fortune-telling  as  being  a deception  and  a 
sin.  He  resolved  to  repent  and  trust  on  Jesus  and  in  this  year 
he  was  baptised.  At  that  time  his  wife  did  not  understand  and 
gave  him  a bad  time,  so  that  his  mind  was  really  in  a bewildered 
conc^ition.  Thanks  to  the  special  and  condescending  mercy  of 
God,  Miss  Vasel  helped  him  to  learn  to  read,  and  in  1914  he 
entered  the  School  for  the  Blind  connected  wich  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Yiyang,  Hunan,  and  there  studied.  In  four  Schoo 
terms  he  could  read  the  Bible  in  Braille.  In  the  same  year  his 
wife  got  to  know  God,  trusted  fully  in  Jesus,  repented  and 
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entered  the  Church.  In  the  winter  of  1916  Mr.  Hwang  and 
family  were  led  by  God  to  the  C.I.M.  in  Hengchow  where  his 
wife  engaged  with  him  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Formerly  his 
wife  could  not  read  a word.  Now  if  Mr.  Hwang  had  not  known 
the  Braille  system  how  could  he  have  daily  taught  his  wife  to 
read  the  Bible?  At  the  present  time  she  reads  the  Scriptures 
fluently,  understands  how  to  clearly  expound  them,  and  has 
received  the  office  of  Bible  women.  His  sons  and  daughters 
have  all  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus— undeniably  the  outcome  of 
the  School  for  the  Blind.” 

LIGHT  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

“And  JESUS  stood  still.” 

Mark  10.  U9. 

The  salvation  of  a whole  wmrld  w'as  upon  His  shoulders, 
but  at  the  cry  of  a blind  man.  He  “stood  still,”  and  did  nothing 
until  that  man’s  need  was  met. 

Are  YOU  in  touch  with  any  blind  persons  cf 
Would  you  like  to  have  them  taught  to  read  • 

Any  of  your  Christians  who  can  read  Mandarin  can  do  the  tvork  oj^ 
teaching. 


BRAILLE  QUARTERLY  LETTER 


In  the  above  quotations  references  will  be  found  to  the 
Quarterly  Letter  which  is  being  sent  to  the  readers  of  Union 
Braille  so  far  as  the  addresses  of  such  are  known  to  the  Com- 
mittee, The  following  is  one  of  a number  of  requests  which 
have  been  sent  in  asking  for  copies  of  this  letter. 

Changsha,  Hunan.  “I  would  ask  you  kindly  to  send  one 
copy  of  the  Braille  Quarterly  Letter  to  me,  as  I have  a man  in 
my  church  here  who  is  reading  fluently.  As  he  is  living  in  the 
country  where  mail  connections  are  irregular,  I give  you  my 
address,  and  then  I will  forward  it  to  him  when  it  comes.  My 
address  is:  Rev.  B.  Binding,  Norwegian  Mission,  Changsha, 
Hunan. 

The  Braille  Quarterly  passed  from  hand  to  hand. 

Changsha,  Hunan.  Miss  M.  Vasel.  “Our  girls  received 
the  Quarterly  Letter  which  was  sent  to  them.  They  were  very 
much  pleased,  I had  Lah  mei  write  three  more  copies.  We  sent 
the  original  to  Chen  pao,  who  is  at  Wuchang  teaching  in  a 
newly  opened  school  for  blind  girls,  started  by  the  missionary 
ladies  there.  One  of  the  letters  I have  sent  to  Mr.  Huang, 
whom  you  may  perhaps  remember.  He  has  been  in  Dr.  Nilson’s 
school  and  is  now  at  Hengchow.  Mrs,  Huang  is  a Bible  woman 
in  our  Mission  at  Hengchow  and  Mr.  Huang  helps  with  the 
preaching.  One  of  the  letters  I sent  to  Siao  Sin  Chen,  Liling. 
She  has  been  with  us  six  years  and  is  now  with  her  parents. 
One  I sent  to  Chen  Nien  ti  at  Nanking.  You  have  sent  two 
more  copies  which  I have  forwarded  to  Yohanna,  and  to  the 
blind  school  here  in  Changsha.  Yohanna  is  with  Miss  E. 
Ackerson,  doing  work  as  a Bible  woman  and  organist  at  her 
hospital,  Siangyang,  Hupeh.  I am  so  glad  these  two  girls  are 
able  to  be  useful  in  the  Lord’s  work. 

Tragic  fate  of  one  of  the  letters. 

Kuwo,  Shansi.  Miss  S.  Jorgensen.  ‘ T have  now  written 
for  the  whole  New  Testament  for  the  blind  boy,  and  he  is  very 
much  looking  forward  to  getting  it.  Your  letter  in  Braille 
arrived  in  due  course,  and  I sent  our  cook  over  with  it.  Next 
morning  early  a little  boy  brought  Wong  Chong  along;  he  was 
quite  agitated  and  I wondered  what  was  the  matter.  Poor 
boy,  when  he  got  the  letter,  he  was  at  work  so  not  free  to 
read  it  at  once.  Then  a 7/8  year  old  child  who  happened  to 
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come  into  the  shop  wanted  to  see  the  letter,  Wong  Chong, 
afraid  of  losing  it,  refused  to  give  it  into  the  boy’s  hands, 
whereupon  the  child  got  angry  and  tearing  the  letter  from 
Wong  Chong  tore  it  all  to  pieces  and  started  beating  the  blind 
boy  with  a stick.  The  child  was  punished  for  this  afterwards 
by  his  father,  but  the  letter  was  torn  too  badly  to  ever  be 
read  by  anybody.  Wong  Chong  as  he  told  me  his  sad  story, 
said  most  pathetically,  “It  was  the  first  letter  I have  ever  had, 
and  to  think  I should  not  even  be  allowed  to  read  it,  before  it 
was  torn  to  pieces.”  I was  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  him  I still  had 
the  copy  of  it  which  I had  kept  in  order  to  find  out  how  well  he 
was  able  to  read,  so  though  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  reading 
the  letter  for  himself,  he  had  the  joy  of  hearing  it  being  read. 
In  the  afternoon,  his  master  the  tinker  came  along  and  asked 
if  I could  not  make  the  blind  boy  some  implement  to  write 
with,  or  else  send  to  Shanghai  for  one  and  he  would  pay  for  it. 
He  had  been  trying  different  ways  of  writing  so  as  to  answer 
the  letter,  but  without  success.  Is  it  possible  to  get  any  such 
implement  as  will  enable  him  to  write  the  Braille  symbols? 
If  so  I shall  be  grateful  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me 
know  where  it  can  be  bought,  and  also  if  possible  the  appro- 
ximate cost  of  it?  Wong  Chong  thanks  you  so  very  much 
for  the  Letter.  1 trust  that  another  time  he  will  have  the  joy 
of  reading  the  letter  himself,” 

Later  News  of  Wong  Chong 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Gillies  invited  Wong 
Chong  to  come  over  to  Kiangchow  for  a month  and  read  his 
Braille  New  Testament  to  the  people  on  the  street,  Mr.  Gillies 
providing  his  food  whilst  he  was  there.  He  is  now  at  Taiping 
for  a month  doing  the  same  kind  of  work  and  will  be  going 
to  Pingyangfu  and  other  places.  Mr.  Gillies  writes,  “Wong 
Chong  reads  beautifully  and  is  quite  what  I want  in  an  “ Esra.  ’ ’ 
The  Church  here  is  now  holding  itself  responsible  for  his  support 
during  the  winter  months,  when  it  will  be  too  cold  to  do  the 
work  he  is  now  doing. 

Wanted— A more  complete  list  of  Braille  readers. 

If  you  know  of  any  reader  of  Union  Braille  who  is  not 
receiving  this  Quarterly  Letter,  will  you  kindly  send  his  or 
her  address  either  to  the  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Com,  Geo  Howell, 
Esq,  No.  7 Hankow  Road,  Shanghai,  or  to  Rev.  G.  A.  Clayton, 
Religious  Tract  Society,  Hankow,  who  has  undertaken  to  edit 
the  Braille  Quarterly. 


SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Space  permits  reference  to  only  a few  of  the  schools  which 
are  doing  such  excellent  work  for  the  blind  of  China. 

Of  the  old  established  schools  the  largest  is  at  Canton. 
Here  there  are  three  establishments  for  men,  boys  and  girls 
respectively.  In  all  there  are  some  170  pupils  now  in  the  school. 
The  printed  report  of  this  School  for  the  years  1919  contains  the 
following  information  with  regard  to  the  work  done  by  the 
pupils  both  while  in  the  school  and  after  they  have  graduated. 

Massage  and  hygiene  are  important  studies  of  the  schools. 
Both  boys  and  girls  thread  bristles  into  tooth  and  nail  brushes. 
The  boys  make  hair  and  clothes  brushes  and  are  learning  basket 
weaving  and  the  making  of  porch  curtains  of  bamboo.  They 
make  brooms,  straw  sandals,  and  palm  leaf  rain  coats.  The 
girls  knit  a large  variety  of  articles  from  wool  and  cotton. 
They  have  knitted  many  stockings  and  helmets  for  the  Red 
Cross. 

Pupils  from  the  schools  have  gone  out  into  several  occu 
pations.  Both  young  men  and  young  women  have  been  and  are 
doing  good  work  in  hospitals  as  evangelists  and  giving  massage, 
helping  also  in  the  meetings  with  music. 

One  girl  has  taught  massage  in  a Nurses’  Training  School, 
some  have  given  massage  in  private  houses.  Other  graduates 
are  teaching  schools  for  the  blind  in  two  provinces.  A few 
have  been  assistants  in  schools  for  the  seeing  and  have  given 
music  lessons  to  the  pupils.  They  have  been  teachers  of  the 
Chinese  language  to  new  missionaries.  Many  have  become  Bible 
women  in  country  places.  One  taught  very  well  the  women’s 
class  that  gathered  yearly  from  the  villages,  for  a few  weeks 
of  Bible  study  at  one  of  our  interior  stations. 

They  have  written  many  books  in  Bra  lie  from  dictation  and 
every  week  prepare  many  copies  of  the  Sunday  School  lessons 
with  pages  of  comments,  which  are  sent  to  blind  who  are  in 
Sunday  school  work  in  various  localities. 

The  newest  occupation  for  o:.r  blind  is  that  of  reporter. 
Braille  can  be  written  much  faster  than  Chinese  characters,  so 
our  girls  where  asked  to  report  a series  of  meeting  being  held 
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by  Dr.  Goforth  of  North  China.  As  the  sermons  were  given 
through  an  interpreter,  there  was  time  to  write  them  out  in 
full.  Later  the  sermons  were  read  to  a scribe  who  wrote  them 
in  Chinese  character  and  prepared  them  for  publication. 

Positions  wanted  for  Blind  Graduates. 

Dr.  Mary  Niles  the  Principal  of  the  school  at  Canton  writes  as 
follows: 

“I  wonder  if  you  could  not  help  us  to  find  positions  for 
some  of  ou'*  graduates.  Is  there  no  call  for  teachers  of  the 
blind  in  girls’  schools  at  the  North  or  in  central  China?.  I think 
some  of  our  girls  could  make  successful  teachers  in  schools  for 
the  seeing.  If  we  could  get  positions  for  them  in  the  hospitals 
we  could  train  more  in  massage.” 

Graduates  from  Institution  for  the  Chinese  Blind,  Shanghai. 
The  following  is  culled  from  a recent  Report  of  this  institution. 

Several  of  our  pupils  have  graduated  and  are  now  earning 
their  own  living,  receiving  from  two  dollars  a month  up  to  thirty 
dollars  and  their  board,  depending  upon  the  work  they  are 
doing  and  the  length  of  time  they  have  teen  employed. 

Our  first  pupil  is  at  present  a tutor  at  St.  John’s  Univer- 
sity. The  second  is  taking  special  work  in  the  Junior  Year  at 
St.  John’s,  and  is  on  our  teaching  staff.  Two  are  in  Swatow 
in  their  special  line  of  work.  Three  are  in  our  workshop  mak- 
ing rattan  furniture.  Three  others  are  attending  middle  schools 
for  the  seeing,  and  two  more  are  taking  post-graduate  work  in 
this  Institution  and  assisting  us  in  teaching. 

A neivly  opened  School  for  Blind  Girls. 

Wuchang,  Hupeh.  Mrs.  M.  Ekvall.  ‘T  have  started  a 
school  for  blind  girls  here  in  Wuchang.  You  can  put  it  on  your 
record  of  Blind  schools  in  China.  I have  five  pupils  and  I am 
going  to  take  one  more  girl  in  a day  or  two,  all  being  well. 
They  learn  to  read  and  write,  also  arithmetic,  music,  knitting 
and  so  on.  The  school  is  in  full  order.  I took  a blind  teacher 
from  Changsha  and  have  a Matron  who  looks  after  their 
interests  in  general.  Our  School  is  called  the  Wuchang  Union 
Blind  School  (for  girls  only.)  Our  youngest  is  three  and  the 
oldest  fourteen  years  old.”  Mrs.  Wayne  Jordon  is  Principal  of 
the  school. 
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Needy  Schools. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  badly  in  need  of  more  roomy  and 
better  equipped  buildings  and  playgrounds,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  extract  from  the  School  for  Blind  Girls  in  Chang- 
sha, Hunan:— 

“There  is  much  urgent  need  for  another  building,  as  one 
girl  after  another  is  dying  from  consumption.  We  feel  we 
must  do  some  thing  quickly  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
disease  among  our  girls.  Chuining  a girl  from  Hankow  died 
last  week.  You  can  imagine  how  I feel  facing  all  these 
difficulties  when  I cannot  do  anything  for  them;” 

Blessing  amongst  Blind  Children  at  Kivaijnng,  Si. 

Kwaiping,  Si.  Miss  E.  N.  Rudy.  “This  last  quarter  has 
been  wonderful  here  for  the  Lord  has  done  much  in  the  lives  of 
our  children.  Our  blind  teacher  was  much  moved  during  Dr. 
Goforth’s  meetings  here,  though  we  did  not  know  how  deep  the 
w'ork  was  until  after  the  special  services  were  over.  It  was 
just  the  Chinese  New  Year  and  the  schools  were  closed,  so 
voluntarily  she  and  the  children  had  meetings,  it  was  so  sweet 
to  see  them  crowded  in  her  room  and  also  here  and  there  you 
could  see  them  in  silent  prayer.  This  has  been  ever  since  Dr. 
Goforth  left  us,  and  it  begins  at  seven  in  the  morning  and  lasts 
until  bedtime,  only  stopping  for  rice.  It  is  wonderful  to  wit- 
ness the  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  them,  if  I had  tried  ever  so 
hard  to  bring  these  confessions  from  them  I never  could  have 
done  it,  it  truly  was  the  work  of  the  Lord.  (You  know  how 
hard  it  is  often  to  locate  trouble.)  Stealing,  lying  and  pride  as 
well  as  many  other  things  would  be  told.  They  would  be  in 
quiet  prayer  when  suddenly  one  would  get  up  and  say,  “The 
Spirit  has  shown  me  this  thing  I must  confess  and  it  is  His 
grace  that  gives  me  this  one  more  chance,”  and  then  they  would 
tell  of  this  or  that  and  go  to  each  other  and  ask  forgivenes  for 
naughty  things  done,  and  when  they  said  they  had  taken  things 
they  restored  it  ten  fold.  One  day  there  were  quite  a few  who 
were  at  my  door  and  wanted  to  see  me  and  amongst  a lot  of 
other  things,  what  do  you  think  they  wanted  me  to  do?  Well, 
they  said,  “Miss  Rudy  we  want  you  to  write  to  America  and 
tell  little  Oi  Chan  (the  child  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  took  home) 
to  forgive  us,  for  we  were  very  jealous  of  her  when  she  went 
to  America  and  we  could  not  go,  now  we  are  sorry  and  want 
her  to  please  forgive  us  and  we  wish  her  peace.”  Another  little 
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one  held  out  a long  time  and  finally  yielded  and  said,  “My  heart 
felt  just  like  a little  stove  it  was  so  hot  and  it  has  been  burning 
ever  since.”  She  looks  it  too  for  she  is  so  happy.  Ever  so 
often  you  could  hear  happy  outbursts  of  song  as  this  one  or  that 
one  seemed  to  get  victory,  and  as  they  walk  around  you  can  see 
them  clapping  their  hands  for  joy.  I had  thought,  sometimes 
they  could  not  be  much  better  for  they  are  surely  good  kiddies 
but  now  it  is  like  a little  Heaven. 

It  is  wonderful  the  burden  of  prayer  they  have  for  others, 
it  is  almost  “Prayer  without  ceasing”  and  it  will  surely  count 
in  sending  the  revival  we  long  for.  Dr.  Goforth  was  much 
struck  with  the  work  here  in  the  blind  school,  and  he  especially 
spoke  of  the  intelligent  prayers  they  made  and  of  the  way  even 
the  little  ones  took  in  what  he  said.  One  day  when  Miss  Hoi- 
sted was  binding  a little  head  the  little  one  said,  ‘ ‘Please  do  not 
cover  my  ears  or  I cannot  hear  what  the  Pastor  says.  ’ ’ (She 
was  only  six)  He  also  said  he  was  delighted  with  Dr.  Mary 
Niles’  work  and  they  too  had  much  blessing  during  his  meetings 
in  Canton.  One  even  spoke  of  thanking  God  that  she  had  lost 
her  sight  as  now  she  could  more  clearly  see  Jesus. 

We  are  just  now  trying  to  get  a piece  of  land  not  far  from 
our  chapel  for  the  new  buildings  and  we  do  so  hope  we  can 
build  before  another  Fall,  so  the  children  will  be  more  comfort- 
able. We  refuse  to  take  in  many  because  we  do  not  have  room 
it  will  not  be  hard  to  have  two  hundred  children  if  we  can  have 
enough  room  for  we  are  the  only  Blind  School  in  the  Province.” 


“God  (so)  loved  the  world.”  In  Union  Braille. 


Literature  in  Mandarin  Union  Braille 


The  following  books  may  be  ordered  from  the  British  & Foreign 
Bible  Society,  No.  17  Peking  Road,  Shanghai: — 


Book  Size  of  Type 

Paper 

Binding 

Size 

Price 

Primer  Teacher’s  Edition 

Foreign 

Paper 

$0.80 

” Pupil’s 

•> 

0.40 

Reader  (Selections  from  the  Traveller’s  Guide) 

0.60 

Matthew  Braille 

Foreign  Cardboard  14J4  X 12^ 

0.50 

Mark  „ 

0.50 

Luk^ 

• 1 

0.50 

John  ., 

0.50 

Acts  „ 

Romans  to 

M 

0.50 

Corinthiaus  „ 

>• 

>• 

0.50 

Galatians  to 

Hebrews  „ 

0.50 

James  to 

Revelation  „ 

0.50 

Psalms  „ 

0.50 

Also  from  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  Hankow — 

Easy  Reading  Book  in  Braille  . . 

0.40 

Old  Testament  Historv 

1.00 

Braille  Hymn  Book  (200  Hymns) 

200 

* In  Braille  only,  with  no  directions  for  teaching. 


